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VIOSCOW April 22—Soviet Pres»dent Leomd'i
Brezhnev: appeared: in: public: today: for- the £ st
-time in four weeks dunng which there: were per-’
sistent -and- widespread rumors’ ‘that’ he had been
incapacitated by his recent illness,* .~ - 7 ¢
The 75-year-old Soviet leader | appeared fraxl
and distinctly thinner as he- Bistened impassively
to an hour-long” speech by PohtburoAcolleecz.e
Yuri Andropov, " .

Yet the very\f'}ct that. ne walked unatded ina

ceremony “broadeast live by Soviet” telewsxon
seemed to restore a sense of normal life here that -
first was shaken by the death in late January of
“Mikhail: Suslov, the number two man in tne
‘Kremlin hierarchy, and later was avomvawd by .
reports of a power stmg gle and Tumors of Brezh--
-nev's demise. " 7 wves ;»—‘;I'»-
" About 5,000 of the Commumst Party faithful,
greeted Brezhnev with an emotional and thunder- -
ous ovation when he walked into the main hall of

g who spent a career in the KGB he-
~fore becoming party chief of Soviet

_ Job had been Konstantin Chemenko,

the Kremlin’s Palace of Congresses for ceremomes

_ markmg the t12th anniversary of the bufth of Le-
“nin, founder of the Soviet state, " 7. 7T
‘Brezhnev's - appearance - seemed deswned to
‘show that he remains in charge. The’ chmce of the-
“principal speaker, according to Soviet sources, also
‘symbolized the end of power struggle for the num-
ber two position in the Soviet Communist Party. "
“* Andropov; 67, chief of the KGB security police -
‘for the past 15 years, was reported by the sources -
_ to have béen chesen by his colleagues to take over -

‘Suslov's post as the party’s chief :deolomt
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Andropov ‘Was - reported *to have-
already moved into his new job,
sources said, and is to he formally
approved by the next Central Com--
'rmttee meeting, set for late May.

- The sources said Gaidar Aliev,

Azerbaijan, was the likely choice to
replace Andropov as KGB chief.
s Andropov’s main rival for Suslov’s

: outcude the mam hall source‘s saxd

" Brezhnev's authority’ remains un-
- challenged although he may have to
- scale down his dctivities,

‘the Polithuro* and the Secrotarlat

50;"a close Brezhnev gssociate for-
.more than 30 .years and head of
Brezbnev s office staff;

By relmqulshmv his KGB posltmn
ana :moving into the powerful Sec-.
retariat ‘of the Central Committee,

. Bre7hnev remam in office. -

‘drorov as a senior party fi igure sug-

Andropov appears to have taken a
'magor step toward a key leadershlp J

posmon in the eventual succession.
‘It has:been the assumption here that
;the: nation’s top policeman cannot
_aspire to the Kremlin’s highest post.
* While the Kremlin audience as
‘well as many television viewers were
visibly relieved to see their leader on
the platform, it.was apparent that he
‘is not yet in full health. According to
:some reports, he may have wffered a;
‘mild stroke March 25, . ¥
* Soviet officials ‘close to the lead--
‘ership said” Brezhnev's’ speech - has’
been affected and it is unhkely he
}vnll speak in public soon. > -
- During the ceremony, Bre?hnevs
face seemed immobile. Except for
few- occasions when his colleavues

briefly exchanged words with hxm i

.hesat motlonless*throughout Andro-

-“be ‘a well-educated politician with

-tee in 1961 and hecame one of its 117,

;povs speech Out of ‘camera range_

"he'was seen heing helped by aides as
‘he- mounted a few step»

According “to’ ‘Soviet anal_\,st\sl‘

In this view, all factions wtthm

have: a veste(l interest ‘in seemfr
Rt

~ The r°ported emergence of A’n?

csts that ; Brezhnev's policies are.,
lxkely to contmue In' his first major’
policy speech today, Andropov large-.
ly repeated standard Soviet po»mons
on domestic and foreign issues.

Although Andropovs long asso-
c:anon with the KGB is somethmu

-ofa itlgma he-has been rumored to.

liberal views. He has never visited a
Western country and is largely ung
= known to Westerners here.
.. Prior to his KGB post, Andropov
_’fheld various regional party pesitions,.
.worked in the Ministry of Forexgn
Affairs and served as Soviet amhas-,’
“sador 'to Hungary during the 195b'
-Hungarian Revolution, . . -

After his 1954-57 tour -as amoas-
sador Aadropov worked in the Cen-‘
;tral Commlttee bureaucracy as chief
ol a department dealing with ruling
'Communist parties until he becamP,
‘chairman of the KGB in 1967 He-
‘was elected to the Central Commlt--‘

'secretaries in 1962, He l)ecame a
Poht_buro member in'1973.
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